
Take a Look at Palatine High School
Palatine High School has a tradition of excellence, pride and school spirit.
The facts below are some of the many reasons for “Pirate Pride!” 
• Palatine High School opened as the 

first high school in the Palatine- 
Schaumburg Township area in 1875. 
PHS is part of Township High School 
District 211, one of the largest high 
school districts in the state. The 
current enrollment is 2,666 students.

• PHS has twice been recognized by 
the U. S. Department of Education 
with the Blue Ribbon School of 
Excellence award. This award is 
presented to exemplary high schools 
that demonstrate excellence in 
community support, curriculum, 
leadership, parent involvement, 
student achievement, and teaching

• PHS athletic teams have won 19 
IHSA state championships and 
over 60 state trophies.

• The PHS Media Center is open 
for students before school each 
day school at 7:15 a.m. and after 
school until 6:00 p.m. Monday - 
Thursday. The facility closes at 
3:30 p.m. on Friday. The recently 
remodeled facility offers student 
a variety of options for individual 
study and group work. Please 
visit the Media Center’s website, 
for more information about the 
facility along with a wide variety 
of online resources and reading 
recommendation.

• Meredith Quick and Sarina Flores, 
Media Center Staff, created a 
TikTok account to connect with our 
remote Palatine students to highlight 
that the PHS library staff is here for 
them and share our love of books. 
It caught the attention of The Daily 
Herald and they wrote a piece about 
the creative way we were reaching 
out to students.

• Pirate Pete Preschool will celebrate 
its 44th anniversary at PHS this year 
The preschool runs both a fall and 
spring session and has an enrollment 
of 20 little “Pirates”. The preschool 
serves both the staff as well as the 
community and is staffed by PHS 

students who have completed a 
course in early childhood studies 
and education.

• The  Bus ines s  Educat ion 
Department is proud of our 
Business Incubator Dispense 1 
team of Alex Antoniv, Vivienne 
Couris, and Dmytro Khomyak for 
winning $6000 seed money in the 
D211 Funding Pitch in May. They 
also won $300 from Northern 
Illinois University in their Business 
Olympics Pitch competition in 
April!

• The PHS English as a Second 
Language Department serves 
students from a variety of 
linguistically and culturally diverse 
backgrounds. The ESL Department 
offers five levels of ESL classes, 
which are offered in a small setting 
to provide the maximum level of 
support.

• PHS has pioneered programs for 
students with both intellectual 
disabil i t ies and orthopedic 
impairments including the first 
adaptive physical education program 
in Illinois. PHS currently serves 
students with special needs from 
across District 211.

• Each year PHS students and staff 
participate in many charitable 
events. by donating blood through 
our blood drives. Student Council 
also organizes the Adopt an Angel 
program.

• PHS features a state-of-the-art suite 
which houses a modified restroom, 
adapted classroom equipment and 
various assistive technology to help 
support the educational needs of 
students with disabilities.

• PHS had over 50 students enrolled in 
the Education Internship Program 
for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Students intern at PHS and Lake 
Louise Elementary schools where 
they work hands on with a teacher 

to learn about the world of education.

• Palatine High School students 
can get involved in a mentoring 
program called ICompete. With 
this program, elementary and middle 
school students visit Palatine to 
attend sporting events, activities and 
productions while being paired up 
with a high school mentor.

• The Educational Life Skills Program 
includes functional academic and 
independence skills for students 
with Intellectual Disabilities. This 
program has been previously awarded 
the prestigious, “Those Who Excel” 
Award from the Illinois State Board 
of Education in recognition of 
implementing the best programs for 
students with disabilities.

• The Adult Transition Program, 
an extension of programming for 
students served in the Educational 
Life Skills Program is in its eleventh 
year of programming at PHS. 
ATP content focuses on providing 
students who have previously 
met graduation requirements with 
functional community-based, 
transition-based and vocational 
experiences leading to greater 
independence and engagement in the 
community and in society.

• PHS administered 1,053 Advanced 
Placement exams for the 2020-2021 
school year, of those 63% earned a 
score of “3” or higher.

• PHS had 65 Illinois State Scholars 
in 2021. The Class of 2021 earned 
over 3.2 million dollars in scholarship 
fund.

• New Club at PHS – Advancement 
of Black Leaders (ABL) Get ready 
for another exciting Black History 
Month! ABL will be meeting this 
year at 3rd period lunch to work on a 
school-wide “art happening” focused 
on identity, culture and leadership. 
Our ABL families will be invited 
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More reasons for “Pirate Pride!”
to school in February for a special 
showing too!

• Congrats Math Team Pi-RATES! 
Below is the list of Regional and 
State Awards for Palatine. Great 
Job this year! Algebra 1: Jeremy 
Bennet Regional 6th place, State 
44th place; Geometry: Joe Pieper 
Regional 9th place, State 52nd place; 
Algebra 2: Pranav Pillai Regional 
2nd Place, State 31st place; Algebra 
2: Andrew Tobin Regional 5th 
Place, State 51st place; Algebra 2: 
Alec Loessy Regional 8th Place, 
State 72nd place; Algebra 2: Krish 
Gandhi Regional 10th Place, State 
87th place; PreCalc: Jeff Hedlaund 
Regional 10th Place, State 106th 
place. Algebra 1 Team Regional 3rd 
Place, State 22nd place; Geometry 
Team Regional 3rd Place, 15th place; 
Algebra 2 Team Regional 2nd Place, 
State 12th place; PreCalc Team 
Regional 5th Place, State 24th place; 
F/S 8 Team Regional 6th Place, State 
16th Place; J/S 8 Team Regional 3rd 
Place, State 20th Place; Calculator 
Team Regional 4th Place, State 15th 
Place; Overall Team Score Regional 
3rd Place, State 15th Place. PHS 
offers many activities that provide 
avenues for school participation 
for students with special needs. 
These activities include the Best 
Buddies Club, Special Olympics, 
Pep Squad, PAC Club, On Our Own 
Club, Special Art Club and Alpha 
Tau Pi Club.

• The PHS Pirate Booster Club’s 
mission is to support the students, 
faculty and administration at 
Palatine High School in an effort to 
enrich every student’s high school 
experience. Each year the PHS 
Pirate Boosters donate towards 
scholarships and grants. Grants were 
given for classroom instructional 
material, services and initiatives 
based on the input of faculty and 
administration.

• Your Boosters are off to a great start; 
however, our success is only possible 
when parents become involved. 

clocked as a CNA count towards 
patient contact requirements towards 
future healthcare degrees such as 
Physician Assistant Programs. The 
CNA students also learn life-long 
skills such as measuring pulse, 
respiration and blood pressure. All 
CNA students are CPR certified.

• Homeroom :  The  mi s s ion 
of homeroom is to improve 
communication with students, 
boost school spirit and create a 
more consistent weekly schedule. 
Homeroom uses a student run TV 
station to produce announcements 
and highlight student and school 
achievements through our FRIDAY 
SHOUT OUT edition.

• Math, English, and Science tutors 
are available every period of the 
day in the Student Success Center 
(SSC). Additionally, the SSC is 
open before and after school to 
provide extra academic assistance. 
PHS also offers free PSAT and SAT 
preparation classes.

• All Palatine High School seniors 
are required to complete a project 
that teaches them about community 
service and volunteerism as a part of 
the curriculum of their senior year 
social studies class. They can choose 
to do 20 hours of volunteering at a 
service agency or interview service 
agencies and write a paper about 
the topic. Many Palatine seniors 
have gone above and beyond this 
requirement volunteering at local 
senior citizen facilities, serving as 
mentors for children in an ICompete 
program, volunteering with local 
forest preserves, park districts, or 
the Palatine Opportunity Center and 
many more!

• BPA (Business Professionals of 
America) Nationals: Alekhya 
Thotakura – 4th Place in Economic 
Research Mirza Hussain – 4th Place 
in Fundamentals of Web Design. 
In order to compete at the national 
competition, students had to place 
in the top 5 at the state competition.

Please consider joining and becoming 
part of a great organization dedicated 
to our students by contacting our 
membership team at membership@ 
phspirateboosters.com. Volunteer 
opportunities are always available 
and range from helping at one event 
to becoming a Committee Chair. If 
you’re interested in volunteering 
in any capacity, please contact our 
volunteer coordinator, at volunteer@ 
phspirateboosters.com. To learn 
more about the Boosters please visit 
us at www.phspirateboosters.com 
or Facebook at www.facebook.com/
phsboosters.

• Principal’s Scholar Athletes of the 
Year were Tyler Pecson and Laura 
Seeberger.

• Athletes of the Year were Kayla 
Miotk and Luke Seiffert.

• There were four Palatine High School 
Athletic teams that went to State in 
2020-2021; Girls Badminton, Girls 
Track, Boys Track and the Boys 
Gymnastics team placed 3rd in State. 
Go Pirates.

• The Certified Nursing Assistant 
Program is one of the many dual 
credit courses offered at PHS. CNA 
dual credit is a high school course 
aligned to Harper College’s CNA 
course taught at PHS. The students 
earn high school and community 
college credit simultaneously. The 
students who have successfully 
completed the program are eligible 
to take the state certification test. 
With certification, the students are 
able to work as certified nursing 
assistants in long term care facilities, 
hospitals, clinics or even private 
homes. Many institutions also 
require the CNA certification as a 
prerequisite to Nursing Programs. 
The class provides a real life glimpse 
of health care jobs. The students 
practice clinical skills at a long 
term care setting earning them 40 
clinical hours. When students work 
as CNA’s during the summer or 
while attending college, the hours 
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